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Council May
Boost Energy,

Land Taxes

Added Revenue Sought
o Balance 09 Budget
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Moutgomety Contnty residents would pay more to
hreat their homes and keey the Lights on, aeder (wo
counsl propole inroded yeslexday hat wonkd

c ol nergy s o bl bl et

ge conservation
Sepam(ely, the councs s.gu.xcd that it prabably

it Ll (D) in b apencin pla o el o
The enetgy tax measures, which woukd cach

311 i, are st o dhecomcl ﬂemlnhl:/ ta

seale hack Leggett's call for zhehngm property tax in-

Thie initiative by cotmnsit piri ‘Nancy Floreen
(DAt Large) wrocad encourag tesidens f0 use
friendly pe

envt
ccer by ioposing the highest

sate incteases on the “dirtest” energy sources that
gemerite sarbon dioxiderud other gresmiiouse gases.
Hlan, i averge homsower would pay

‘o and quefiad petolsm gas wokd ise fy 5 pescent.
“With all of us tighnezing o behs. there ate same
segy this S the fim 10-a0k our resider
ot hore. 1w 10 et she st at e councls
mesting wsterday. Flarcon soid, however, that she
wan fodking. for ways 1o Jower Leggsus progosed
Droperty tax rate increase of 7.5 cents “so that, e:
seicaly, we cat Keep vntselves v Sk with tmu
sorcments! proservation without deing harma to esi
dents” pocle
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‘measure, wl
m\hed ph(,ehuUEL UAAL wcnld raise S1i. il l:
increasing rates acrnss the boatd by ahout @ percent.
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energy 1ax to cope with budget
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2004, sl signot off 2 g in
ot ners 2bout S37.
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and the type offuel used: Residents on average paid
488 2 sear in total evergy taxes fa fisce] 2007, Pepeo's
tesiteatial custoaners in Monigomery on average
paid $66 in annual faxes on clectrieity sione, wiite
i cmpoerl cunlorets 6 3560

enery costs zre already s.zya@." e s v by
ok, His 34,3 hil
ontd rtee property tax rete an average of § per-
cet. and povice 3 5114 et for 2 horsoonuer'
primaty residen
Joe Reach, Lq;gpl ' bt dlirector, said yestes-

day that the administration word reserve judgment
om the couneils specific proposaie il il has studied
the fine print.

Council member Vaicrie Ervin {1)-Silver Spring)
expressed reservaticns about the impact on the cotme
178 rentezs, who would pay for the increoses Birough
ighec energy bill o erds.

“Those arc the Folke who ate really geing fo take i

e i s il

Councll members George L. Leventhal (DAL
Large) and Hoger HPrl"rr (D-PotanacBethesda),
who have worksd on other initiatives to encourage
the use of elesit pinwes, snid they wasid be inclined ta
ack a rate increase i pare of the new reveques fund-

enetgy eonservation progroms,

“Fittvinga carbon bax i direetion we need to 20 as
asaciety, ut it bears some thinking whether it e be
done 30 one conrdy,” Leventhal said. *Ti we e going
10 have a price for powet that is subsiantially higher
nmn m\rm and Prince George's wermy el 04 tp-

Pectair e price olenrgy o high.”
In

yestenday,
comacil meswbers eft in place sending guidelines
that hok] taxes to the county’s chartet tinit. Council

members Phil Andrews {D-RockvilleGaithersharg)

und Ducdry Prachtenberg (D-AL Large) coid if was fi

uLymzdemtoanm!c«uxh.m which generally
b inereases

Most of their colleagues mggema however, that

decisions about the budgct m Mxy Sticking t the
Hnit would require the counci fo come up with at
least $111 milfior: more in revenue o7 cuts,

sce 50 way that we eould make up this monsy
hrongh anything otber than magic,” council member
Mare Elrich (D-At Large) said, callinga ptoperty tax

increase ult bet. fnevitable. “is unrealistic to say
were not going to go there; I's a question of ow
moch we're going fn go there.”



